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KINGSTON THUNDER BASEBALL
Visit our website:  KINGSTONTHUNDER.COM 


ALL TEAMS ENTERING MUST HAVE EACH PLAYER REGISTER ON LINE IN THE KINGSTON THUNDER REGISTRATION.  THIS IS FOR INSURANCE PURPOSES.  (ONCE REGISTERED SHOULD ANOTHER TEAM BE FORFEITED DUE TO LACK OF PARTICIPANTS, PLAYERS MAY, ON AGREEMENT, PLAY FOR THE OTHER TEAM).

 SCORE REPORTING 
· • Team captains are responsible for reporting the scores after your game to the Tournament Chair, or agent.  Teams have a 2 hour window to report scores after the completion of the game. Please be timely with your score reporting so league standings can remain updated for playoff positioning. 

STANDINGS/SCHEDULES 
· • Players can view league schedules and standings as they will be placed in the park.
PLAYER ELIGIBILITY 
· • All players must be added to the team roster by the team captain. This process confirms that all players have agreed to our policies and online waiver. 

· • Substitute players are allowed; however, they must be added to the team roster. Adding a substitute player from another team in the same league is allowed, however, regular/consistent use of a substitute player in the same league is considered unsportsmanlike and not encouraged. 

DEFAULTS 
· • A default will occur if a team cannot field a squad by 15 minutes after the official start time. If a team does not meet the standard eligibility requirements, team captains must confirm the outcome prior to starting the game. Captains may agree to waive the rules regarding eligibility requirements. If it is agreed that the game counts, it counts! In the event there is a default dispute, and the game was played, the ruling is that the game counts. 

· • In the event of inclement weather, follow our OBA weather policy available on the website and the sport specific instruction below. 

ROUGH PLAY & PLAYER CONDUCT 
· • It is recognized that incidental contact between players is inevitable – however, all players should go out of their way to avoid creating unsafe play. 

· • Any unsportsmanlike conduct may result in immediate expulsion from the league. This includes, physical or rough play, verbal abuse, damage to facility property and/or loss of facility permit. Fighting will result in immediate expulsion from the league. View our complete Unsportsmanlike Conduct policy on our website. 

· • Drinking alcoholic beverages, use of drugs and smoking at your game site before, during, or after your game is strictly prohibited. Offenders will be asked to leave the league without refund. No Exceptions. 

GAME COORDINATOR (GC) ON-SITE SSC LEAGUE REPRESENTATIVES 
· • A Game Coordinator (GC) presence is dependent on sport, season, and/or facility locations. They are not referees, as all games are self-officiated. They are on-site to be a neutral supporter of both teams, clarify rules, manage equipment, start/stop games, and to inform players of league news. 

· • A Game Coordinator may stop a game before the full time has expired due to overly aggressive play, persistent unsportsmanlike conduct, or a general violation of the rules of the game. 

	OBJECTIVE 
	 Softball is played between two teams on a diamond, with 9 players from one team on the playing surface at a time. The object of the game is to score more runs (points) than the other team by batting (hitting) a ball into play and running around the bases, touching each one in succession. 



	GAME LENGTH & FOUL WEATHER GUIDELINES 
	• Games are seven (7) innings in length with a time limit of 85 minutes (unless otherwise indicated in your schedule). 

· • Games start and end according to your online SSC schedule. 

· • If games start late, games must finish at the scheduled time. 

· • No new inning can start with 5 minutes left before the formal end time. If a new inning is started and is not completed (both teams receive their at bat), the score will revert to that of the last completed inning. 

· • Games are played rain or shine. If a game is stopped due to lightning, four (4) innings will constitute a complete game. If three (3) innings or less are played, it will constitute as a tie game. 

· • If one team shows up during foul weather to play and the other team is missing, or if one team leaves mid-game and there is an opportunity to continue play - it is an automatic win for the present team. 



	EQUIPMENT 
	• Teams are responsible for bringing to each game; o A set of 4 bases 

o 3 Softballs 

o 2 pylons (to mark a home run line if field does not have home run fence) 

o 1 catcher's mask 

o 1 scorebook 

· • Various softball equipment is available to rent (with a deposit) through SSC. A refundable deposit is required, payable through online registration. 

· • Catchers are required to wear a mask (mandatory). 
· • Players are required to provide their own gloves, bats, and appropriate footwear (players are not permitted to use metal cleats or wooden bats). 

· • Bats can only be used from the NSA Canada Approved Bat List, with logo certification from either the United States Specialty Sports Association (USSSA 1.20bpf), or National Softball Association (NSA). Altered bats are not permitted. 

· • Softballs: Games should be played using the provided SSC league softball (Worth Hot Dot), or teams can decide to purchase their own. Game balls must be equivalent to 12”/.44 cor/375-400lbs compression or 12”/.52 cor/275-300lbs compression. 

· • Scorebooks: SSC softball scorebooks are included in your team registration and handed out with the equipment. If additional score sheets are needed, a printable copy is available to download in the rules section. 

· • It is strongly encouraged that batters and base runners wear a helmet. 



	PLAYERS ON FIELD AND GENDER RATIO 
	• Teams are comprised of eight (8) positional players, plus one (1) rover for a total of 9 players on the field. o Mixed Gender Leagues: Teams should always play with a minimum of three (3) male players, and three (3) female players. However, a team can play with a minimum of 7 players as long as there are two (2) of each gender and the batting order stays the same (see the section below about batting). In this scenario, on defense, teams must then play with fewer players on the field (i.e. if you play with 2 players below the minimum requirement, you must be short 2 players on defense). The same applies if a team has 8 players. 

o Single Gender Leagues: Teams must always play with the same gendered players on the field. A team can play with a minimum of 7 players, however, on defense, teams must then play with fewer players on the field (i.e. if you play with 2 players below the minimum requirement, you must be short 2 players on defense). 

• Non-binary players count towards the team’s roster count. In mixed gender leagues, their team must still meet the minimum male/female identifying players on the field. 

• Captains may agree to waive the rules regarding minimum players and gender ratio before the game starts. 




